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THE CONSENSUS AND THE POSITION OF THE SCHOLARS
FROM THE WORD OF THE OPPOSITE
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Abstract

Consensus (ijmd’‘) is an expression of the intellectual unity of the Muslim
ummah, especially in matters related to methodology. However, it must be|

acknowledged that differences in understanding are a natural disposition
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with which God has created human beings, and these differences stem from
variations in intellect, time, and place. Due to the unity, comprehensiveness,
and continued relevance of Islamic legislation (shart ‘ah), scholars have paid,
significant attention to matters related to consensus. Among these matters is
the issue of opinions that contradict consensus. Scholars have used various,
terms to describe such opinions — some referred to them as new opinions,
others as a third opinion, or simply as opposing opinions. Based on this, |
have prepared a study entitled "Consensus and the Scholars’ Stance on
Opinions that Contradict It", with the aim of examining scholars’ views on
the existence of consensus, who qualifies to be part of it, and the ruling on,
opinions that oppose it. The study also emphasizes that the purpose of ijtihad)
(independent juristic reasoning) is not to label others as innovators or|
sinners, but rather to unify the ummah upon the Islamic methodology and to
fulfill the objectives of shari‘ah. It must be taken into account that the door
of ijtihad remains open to any qualified mujtahid (jurist), and that a sincere
mujtahid is rewarded whether he is correct or mistaken, as reported by Imam
Ahmad in his Musnad from ‘Amr ibn al-‘As, who heard the Messenger of
Allah (peace be upon him) say: “If a judge gives a ruling and strives to reach
the correct decision and is right, he will have two rewards. If he strives and|
is mistaken, he will have one reward.” (Musnad Ahmad, 1421 AH /2001 CE)

Keywords: Consensus, Scholars, Opinion, Contradictory
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