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Abstract

The Islamic Ummah is currently experiencing one of the most difficult
periods in its history. The Islamic Caliphate has disintegrated« and
Muslims have lost control over many of the possessions and achievements
they once held throughout history. Foremost among these lost
possessions is the administration of Jerusalem and its surrounding areas.
However s this period in which the hearts of many nearly waver due to the
horrors they witness and hear about the suffering of our brothers and
sisters in Palestine is not the first of its kind. What occurred during the
Crusaders' invasion of Jerusalem in 492 AH¢ and the atrocities and
massacres they committed against Muslims in less than two weeks ¢
perhaps surpasses what is happening in Gaza today threefold. The
Crusaders killed no fewer than 100000 Muslims« rode their horses
through their blood« and wreaked havoc and destruction in the land for
nearly a century until they were expelled by Salah al-Din al-Ayyubi in
disgrace and defeat. Salah al-Din’s liberation of Jerusalem« along with
the events«< writings< and poetry surrounding it< contains numerous
lessons and inspirations that reinforce trust in God and fill hearts with
faith and hope that everything we see and hear today shall pass < and will
be followed by joy and success for the Muslim Ummah. This research
focuses on a significant aspect of the texts that dealt with Salah al-Din's
conquest of Jerusalem specifically« the literary texts that share similar
descriptions of this conquest and its context« even if written by different
authors or poets. These texts « when viewed collectively < present a vivid
image of the coming liberation of Jerusalem and the restoration of dignity
and status for Islam and Muslims. The researcher has structured the
study into an introduction« three main sections«< and a conclusion. The
first section covers the historical context and precursors to Salah al-
Din’s conquest of Jerusalem, the second examines the literary patterns
present in writings about the conquest and how they inspired the
conquerors, the third explores the role these literary patterns play in
reviving hope and reinforcing the principle of optimism within the
Ummah. The researcher adopted a descriptive method to collect and
describe the similar texts< and then to extract lessons from them. The
study concludes that there is a wide array of literary patterns preserved
in descriptions of the conquest of Jerusalem including poems« articles ¢
and letters written during or before the conquest< some very brief and
others lengthy. Some of these had a direct impact on Salah al-Din
himself« to the extent that he chose one of their authors to deliver the first
Friday sermon in Jerusalem after its liberation. These literary works ¢« due
to their motivational nature« play a vital role in awakening the spirit of
the Ummah and preserving its hope throughout history.

Keywords: Literary Patterns¢< Conquest of Jerusalem¢ Salah al-Din¢
Optimism.
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