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Abstract
This study examines the juristic rulings related to prisoners, emphasizing that
imprisonment does not remove a Muslim’s legal accountability (taklf).

Prisoners remain bound by Islamic rulings governing their relationship with
God, themselves, and others, particularly in worship, transactions, and family
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matters. The study addresses a gap in the limited systematic discussion of
practical figh issues faced by prisoners, as most existing works focus on prison
systems rather than religious obligations in confinement. It aims to: (i) clarify
the concept, legality, and objectives of imprisonment in Islam; (ii) outline key
figh rulings affecting prisoners’ daily lives;, and (iii) analyze selected
contemporary fatwas. Using a qualitative approach based on inductive and
inferential methods, the study draws on classical figh sources and
contemporary rulings, analyzed descriptively and comparatively across legal
schools. Findings show that imprisonment is recognized in Islamic law as a
discretionary (ta ‘zir) punishment aimed at reform and social protection.
Prisoners must perform acts of worship according to their ability, with
concessions such as tayammum and flexibility in prayer and fasting. Juristic
differences exist on issues like purification, impure clothing, and marital rights.

Keywords: juristic rulings, prisoner, imprisonment, Islamic jurisprudence,
worship, transactions, contemporary fatwas
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