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ABSTRACT

The authors of the six hadith compilations followed a strict academic methodology in compiling
their books to choose the narrators according to the science of al-Jark wa al-Ta dil, the reliable
chains of narrations, and the most authentic prophetictraditions. After all, these six hadith
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compilations havebecome the primary references in understanding the prophetic traditions. Al-
sahihayn, the two most authentic hadith compilations, are regarded as the most credible
amongstthese compilations because of their strict and rigid conditions and regulations in
choosing their contents. the fourhadith collections, namely al-sunan al-arba’ah, come second
in rank after al-sakthayn because their terms and conditions are less rigid and strict.
therefore, the al-sunan al-arba’ah contains many weak narrations and the scenario brings
about criticism upon them. this scenario raised a questionamongst the scholars: what was the
reason behind thefour authors mentioning it in their hadith compilations despite
possessing the knowledge of the hadith narrators and prophetic narrations in general. many
studies and research based on inductive, analytical and critical studies were conducted
regarding these specific issues to understand the authors methodology in choosing the
narrators and mentioningtheir narrations. this study focuses on the narrationsof Hammad Ibn
Salamah from 'Aza Ibn al-Saib in al-sunan al-arba'ah as the scholars hold different opinions
concerning their status according to the science of al-Jarz wa al-Ta’didl and the status of
hammad ibn salamah's sama' from ‘'azaibn al-saib: was it before the ikhtilas or after it, or he
narrated from 'Asa both situations? this study focuses on al-Sunan al-arba’ah because of their
status as the primary referencefor scholars and jurists to find evidence for variousreligious
matters. this study has attained numerous findings and conclusions. the most significant one is
that most scholars believe that Hammad Ibn Salamah's sama' from 'Asa 1bn al-Saib was before
the ikhtilar. Despite this fact, there are onlysix narrations from this chain in al-Sunan al-arba ‘ah.
the narrations are authentic except for some with an ikhtilaf in alraf'and al-wagf, but al-syawahid
and al-Mutgba'at have strengthened those narrations. These findings show that the authors
of al-sunan al-arba’ah had chronicled these narrationsin their hadith compilations based on
their full knowledge and not out of negligence.
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