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History of Islamic faith

Abstract

This study aims to highlight the foundations upon which the Islamic creed (‘Aqidah) was
established during the time of the Prophet Muhammad %, to clarify the manifestations of faith
during the era of the Rightly Guided Caliphs, to explain the theological features that emerged
in the Umayyad period, to discuss the development of [lm al-Kalam (Islamic theology) in the
Abbasid era, and to demonstrate the significance of theological thought in the later Islamic
periods. The study adopts the historical-analytical method, by tracing the stages of
development of Islamic creed from the time of the Prophet # to the modern era, and by
analytically examining the intellectual, political, and social factors that influenced its course
throughout history. The study reached several conclusions, the most important of which are:
that the Islamic creed during the time of the Prophet ¥ was a single, pure creed derived solely
from the Book of Allah and the authentic Sunnah of the Prophet. Furthermore, during the period
of the Rightly Guided Caliphs, Muslims did not abandon reflection on matters of belief when
guidance was required, but they refrained from excessive argumentation and speculative
reasoning, resorting to it only to affirm the truths of faith and refute the claims of opponents.

Keywords: Islamic Creed — History — Origin — Umayyad Era — Abbasid Era.
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